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0:04
All right.

0:05
Welcome everybody.

0:06
This is the objective strategic session for the DOE voucher program for recipients.

0:13
We'll give everyone a few minutes to finish signing in.

0:17
Right now we're expecting several 100 to be here and in lieu of being distracted by the pings, we're going to give them a couple of minutes to finish signing in.

0:28
We ask that everyone mute your mics and phones and sit tight.

0:34
We'll get started in just a few minutes.

0:39
Also, a quick reminder, if you do have questions, we are doing questions through Slido, so we'll post a link into the chat.

0:49
Please submit your questions through that and review those that are already asked.

0:55
It is a crowdsourcing way of doing this.

0:59
You can upvote other questions that are already posted and that way the ones that have the most up votes bubble up to the top and have a chance of being read and answered at today's meeting.

1:15
Again, thank you and we'll get started in a few minutes.

1:48
Welcome everybody.

1:49
Again, we ask that you mute your phones and your mics.

2:00
Thank you.

2:01
We're giving everyone just a couple of minutes to get in so that we aren't distracted by all of those joining.

2:08
Everyone gets the information again, this is the objective strategic session for the DOE voucher program for recipients.

2:15
We are anticipating several 100 attendees.

2:21
As you see on the screen, we are accepting questions through Slido.

2:25
We ask that you ask your questions through that and review those already asked and upvote those that you would like to hear read.

2:35
The ones with the most up votes bubble up to the top, and those are the ones we'll be getting to 1st.

3:14
Can you please mute your mics and your phones?

3:21
Thank you.

3:22
All right.

3:27
We have over 200 already in the meeting.

3:30
We'll start this.

3:32
Welcome everybody.

3:33
This is the objective strategic session, the information webinar for the DOE voucher program for recipients, a couple of things to have.

3:43
As a reminder, we are recording this session.

3:46
This will allow for both the recording and the transcript to be available from the opportunity pages for all five of these vouchers, so that if you know of others who are unable to be here today, they can go and review all of the information.

4:04
Likewise, we have several guest speakers as well as a slide presentation that will be coming up.

4:11
So while this is going on, again, we request that you mute your mics and your phones a little bit about this.

4:20
We are also having as I said the DOE team here now that I think we have most everyone, I say that and we keep pinging everyone available.

4:33
I would try.

4:34
I hope to not have distractions going on as our speakers start.

4:39
This is the energy Works team that is hosting this objective strategic session for DOE for the voucher program for recipients.

4:47
Previously we had a program offered an OSS for the providers.

4:53
More information on that will be imparted as well today.

4:56
This is to give you the information about 5 different voucher opportunities that are available to you and to allow you to ask questions through Slido again.

5:07
It is a crowdsourcing tool that allows the most popular questions to bubble up to the top so that those are the ones that are read and answered later on in this session.

5:21
Now that we have about 250 joined, hopefully it'll get down to a trickle and the beeping will not be quite so distracting.

5:30
I'd like to go ahead and introduce the DOE team.

5:36
With us we have Rob Anderson.

5:39
He serves as the PIA coordinator that has been assisting with this.

5:45
And then we also have the OTT team that are here.

5:49
I'll start with Kyle Fricker, let him introduce himself and his teammates as well as those that will be speaking today.

5:55
And then we'll bring it back over and do a little more housekeeping if needed before we get into the actual session.

6:03
Again, request that you mute your mics and your phones and ask your questions through Slido.

6:11
Again, that is in the chat if you didn't see it in the early slide.

6:15
Thank you.

6:15
And Kyle, if you will.

6:18
Yep.

6:18
Thank you.

6:19
Carla, can you hear me?

6:21
Yes.

6:22
All right.

6:23
And yeah, thanks to the Energy Works team for helping us run this session today.

6:28
Welcome, everyone.

6:30
Thank you for spending your Thursday afternoon with us.

6:35
We're excited to be here today as we enter this next phase of the voucher program focused on the voucher recipients as Carla mentioned.

6:48
And this program is part of Department of Energy's technology Commercialization fund that I work on at the Office of Technology Transitions.

6:58
So my name is Kyle Fricker.

7:00
I'm a commercialization program manager.

7:03
And as you could see across the top of the slide, this program is a collaborative effort across a number of DOE offices.

7:12
I'm joined today by my colleague from the Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations, Emmanuel Pacora and the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, Eric Miller, who has specifically works within the Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology Office and IT it's also been fantastic to work with Rory Jacobson with the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management, but he won't be able to to join us today due to conflicts.

7:42
So with that I think we can dive in to the next slide.

7:48
So we will start with some background material and discussion of the the mechanism we're working with here for this voucher program.

7:58
Then get into the eligible technology landscape and the specific details of the individual voucher opportunities.

8:08
So as Carla mentioned, there are five that are open right now and then we'll finish with some details on on how to how to apply the submission requirements, expectations etcetera.

8:25
So we'll keep moving, think this may not be news to everyone at this point but the the department is very much focused on driving towards deployment in this administration in in November 2021, almost two years ago now the bipartisan infrastructure law or bill was was passed and that provided over $60 billion to DOE to support new demonstration activities.

9:01
This also expanded the technology commercialization fund TCF, which is authorized by Congress to promote promising energy technologies for commercial purposes.

9:12
So under this program, under the broader bill TCF program, we're working to cultivate a broader innovation network around the the bill provision activities that you you've also been hearing about the hydrogen hubs et cetera to enable faster replication and scaling of demonstration projects.

9:34
So getting to you know hubs and through M for lack of a better analogy, the voucher program here is specifically targeting specific, you know what I guess I call plus UPS to to give entities an additional nudge and complement their Rd.

9:59
and D efforts, research, demonstration, research, development and demonstration efforts to address adoption risks and kind of give them that that additional acceleration towards advancing and addressing some of these commercialization barriers they may be facing.

10:18
And I think from my experience at DOE and experience of many colleagues and and many in industry, I think one of the most powerful things that that can help with that nudge is third party subject matter expertise or validation getting helping people get to that next level.

10:38
So we're trying to streamline access to that support with this program.

10:45
Next slide please.

10:48
So this is our program graphic that's trying to trying to say a lot.

10:52
So we'll we'll start, we'll go through it in a few pieces, but starting on the left side here basically indicating that there you know is this problem space around demonstration and commercialize I commercialization of new technology full of questions, uncertainty that people are facing as they do research development and and try to try to work towards market adoption of new technologies.

11:24
This is the side that we're focused on today.

11:26
This is the questions that the voucher recipients have and and will are asking and need help with.

11:32
So we'll be focused on this side today, but the next slide will bring in the solution provider aspect.

11:41
So a lot of these, you know, solutions to these questions do exist or there are entities that can help solve and answer those questions.

11:51
But I think there's sometimes a disconnect in terms of making that connection or having resources to access those solutions.

11:59
And then the next slide just shows that again what I was saying earlier, the voucher program tries to tie this together, connecting entities like businesses and local governments that have these questions about regarding new technology commercialization with those solution providers to solve problems and and help them get to the next level of their commercialization journey.

12:26
And we're able to do this all with the help of our, our partner Energy Works who's helping to coordinate and facilitate this whole process and go to the next slide.

12:42
So at a high level you know the how the mechanism is working is, is the voucher opportunity is released and that shares the objectives of the of that opportunity, the specific objectives and the specific scope, what is in and out of scope.

12:59
So as we had mentioned, there are five active opportunities right now.

13:04
Then there is this next phase which is selection and matchmaking really kind of energy works is bread and butter helping to coordinate a process to both select and match providers with recipients.

13:21
And then the next phase is when the actual work happens and the voucher providers execute on their capability statements and work with recipients to deliver products and ultimately achieve market impacts and help those organizations on the receiving end get to the next level.

13:44
Next slide please.

13:47
And I'll pass the mic to Emmanuel for a moment.

13:51
Thanks, Kyle.

13:52
Hello, everyone.

13:53
My name is Emmanuel Picora.

13:54
I work with the Office of Clean Energy demonstrations here at DOE, and we are very happy to partner with the Office of Technology Transitions and the other two offices within the agency with this program.

14:10
First of all, thanks for being interested in participating and joining us on this webinar.

14:16
Why?

14:16
What do we do in the Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations and why are we participating in this program?

14:24
Our mission is to deliver clean energy technology demonstration projects at scale in partnership with the private sector to accelerate deployment, market adoption and equitable transition to decarbonize energy system.

14:39
Our mission is really to do this big investment.

14:43
I'm pretty sure you have.

14:44
You're you've seen the president announcing 2 weeks ago 7 hydrogen ABS.

14:50
We also have announced Director Capture Hubs, long duration energy storage projects and we recognize that we need a robust ecosystem of small businesses and technology providers like you that are ready to be part of these demonstration activities and the clean energy infrastructure industry.

15:14
So that's why we want to offer, we are supporting this voucher program and we offer vouchers to make sure that more and more entities can participate.

15:25
This the new industry that we are building.

15:29
I just want to spend another few seconds to say that right now we received money.

15:37
Congress operated money for us for specific technology areas.

15:42
So you will see that different offices are able to fund technologies or work into different technology areas.

15:52
We will support work related to clean hydrogen, advanced nuclear reactor, carbon management, industrial decarbonization, long duration energy storage and upgrades to the electric grid.

16:05
This is kind of like the space that we can cover within offset.

16:10
And now I think I'm gonna pass it back to you, Kyle.

16:15
Yes, thank you.

16:17
So I can speak to the Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management funded vouchers.

16:23
We go to the next slide.

16:27
Yeah.

16:28
So the the mission of FECM is to minimize the environmental impacts of fossil fuels while working towards net 0 emissions.

16:39
So within the, SO only one of the voucher opportunities is funded by FECM.

16:47
And within that voucher opportunity, the technical areas that are included are are carbon management, which I think is is pretty straightforward carbon capture as well as carbon removal and then resource sustainability, which is focused on reducing environmental impacts of historic and continued use to fossil fuels including things like methane detection and reduction technologies, remediation technologies, mineral sustainability technologies, et cetera.

17:22
You can find more details about that technical space on FEC Miss website.

17:29
And with that, I will pass the over to Eric and next slide.

17:34
All right, Thanks, Kyle.

17:37
All right, welcome all and really appreciate your participation in this webinar.

17:42
Really looking forward to the partnerships that will result.

17:45
I'm Eric Miller, Chief Scientist at the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Technologies office in the EERE office.

17:51
EERE is funding a specific voucher that we'll be talking about here that will be supporting the EERE mission that's listed similar to the FECM.

18:02
We're looking for a clean energy future, but this one from ERE side is looking at integration of renewable energy and hybrid energy systems including storage and and other things as well as addressing energy, environmental justice, equity and all this is across the board DOE priorities.

18:20
So within this particular space, the ERE funded voucher, uh we're looking at not only clean hydrogen which was covered before.

18:27
We'll you'll see, there'll be some similarities in the vouchers that we'll be talking about.

18:31
UH primarily from the O set side is looking at really to the the pushing it over that last UH Valley of death into deployments.

18:38
From the ERE side, we're looking at the similar types of voucher providing services, but looking at emerging technologies, a little bit more emerging or maybe next generation technologies that will complement the portfolio and definitely be necessary in the future.

18:52
We're going to make sure we have a head start on getting these projects over the finish line in many areas that are related to ERE, not only clean hydrogen, but building efficiency, geothermal, industrial decarbonization, advanced materials and manufacturing offices are all involved as well as solar, water, wind, bioenergy and vehicles technologies.

19:12
And with that I pass it back to Kyle.

19:16
Thank you.

19:17
So on the next slide is just a quick reference of the showing the five active opportunities that we have and the offices associated with those opportunities, the estimated Max voucher amount just for a point of reference and then the approximate number of available vouchers.

19:43
So we have a, as you can see, a lot of opportunity or a lot really, really kind of exciting to to unleash these to all the potential voucher recipients on the line today.

20:02
You will note as you're kind of digging into the details, the majority of this voucher work from a funding standpoint is supported by OSED Office of Cleaners demonstrations driven by the fact that the majority of the bill TCF is, is linked to OSED.

20:19
So and that's related to, you know, OSED and the bipartisan infrastructure law.

20:24
So just wanted to point that out.

20:27
But there's a lot of opportunity for different technologies given all the different opportunities we have here.

20:35
So we'll get into the details of each voucher opportunity in the coming slides.

20:40
But let's go to the next one for now which is a recap and going over again what what what the difference is between a provider and a recipient are.

20:52
In case it's not clear.

20:55
So the provider is an entity providing like support services that solutions that can help organizations like companies or local local governments address challenges they may have.

21:09
So as you'll see if you've, if you've dug into the details, entities like engineering or consulting firms, national labs, nonprofit consultant, consultancies, incubators, accelerators, etcetera, there's a lot of a lot of different options out there.

21:30
And then the next slide will show the focus of today, which is the voucher recipients, which are the entities that need that support that want to kind of raise their hand and request that support.

21:47
So that could be companies developing new technologies, companies that are trying to enter these new industries and and bring new, new infrastructure to those industries, as well as with a voucher opportunity, 3 local governments that are working on citing and permitting challenges associated with some of the these new energy technologies in their jurisdictions.

22:15
So, so at this point in this kind of cycle that we're running, we have made selections for the initial providers and capabilities that are available and we're focused on the recipients today.

22:29
So if you go to the next slide, that just drives that point home, I think.

22:35
So again, the focus today is recipients.

22:39
So what in the Q&A, we'll also focus on questions that are coming from the perspective of the voucher recipients.

22:49
So with that, I'll move to the next slide and just spend a moment to basically just kind of give some context and how the voucher program fits into a the broader mission space at DOE around ensuring our projects are delivering community benefits.

23:12
So I think there's a recognition that DOE actions can have far reaching and and long lasting effects.

23:22
And when we think about the current energy transition.

23:26
So DOE has laid out four key areas of this approach, thinking through community and labor engagement, ensuring that the people impacted by energy development have a role in decisions that affect their lives on diversity, equity, inclusion and accessibility.

23:47
Thinking about supporting equitable, equitable access to wealth building opportunities and especially to those who face systemic barriers to quality employment and training.

24:00
Third, there is to be sure we're thinking about investing in the American workforce to build skilled and long term workforce needed to power the energy transition.

24:10
And then 4th is around the Justice 40 initiative to maximize that project benefits, minimize harms and ensure that at least 40% of benefits across the DOE portfolio accrue to disadvantaged communities.

24:25
So we have with all of our programs we give a lot of thought to how we align with with these grander objectives.

24:34
And you know we understand that completing A voucher project is very different than building a billion dollar clean hydrogen hub.

24:42
So those two activities will have you know different degrees of community benefits.

24:49
But we do you know encourage you and as you'll see in the submission requirements to be thoughtful about what role you may have or or at through this activity you may have in terms of community benefits across these these pillars and be sure to state them as such and align and or incorporate relevant pieces to work with us on this really important mission.

25:21
So that's like the call to action to all all the applicants and we made the same call to the providers in the last window.

25:30
I'm getting getting an EE.

25:32
You're hearing some myself.

25:43
Good.

25:43
Everyone their mics with that that I will pass pass over to manual.

25:52
I'm.

25:54
I'm just getting a feedback.

25:56
Yes, yes, me too.

25:57
Me too.

25:57
Let's try again.

26:00
Let's try again.

26:01
Nope.

26:01
Nope.

26:05
OK that seems better now.

26:07
Thank you.

26:09
Let's go to next slide.

26:12
So, so far we've been discussing about a voucher program as a single program.

26:18
It is a a a single program, but in reality it's made of five different opportunities and are very different.

26:27
Each opportunity is unique.

26:29
The type of entity that can apply is different.

26:32
The type of services you can get is different.

26:34
The amount of the value of the services is different.

26:39
So I will strongly encourage you to go to the Energy Works website.

26:45
The link is over there, energyworks.org/opportunities and you will find 5 different opportunities because really these are five different type of services.

26:58
And to look at all of them and see which one you're interested into and which one you're eligible to apply to.

27:06
Again, things are each, each, each opportunity is different.

27:11
So I'm going to be covering the first three that are mostly funded by all set and I'm going to highlight for each of them the differences and the unique aspects of each of these programs.

27:23
So if you go to the next slide, we start with Bachelor Opportunity one again, you will find all of them in the website.

27:33
Virtual opportunity One is meant to provide pre demonstration commercialization support.

27:40
We recognize there's a lot of technology, a lot of companies leaving the R&D stage, the research and development stage.

27:49
They're ready for demonstration.

27:51
They're ready to be a supplier of a large demonstration project or to just get into the market.

27:58
But they might need specific services that can help them being bankable or move to the next step of the commercialization path.

28:08
So this virtual opportunity is for you if what you need is a technical economic analysis, a life cycle analysis, a supply chain analysis, or help with your community benefits plan, or understanding or defining your community benefits plan or doing market readiness analysis.

28:29
So if you need this kind of services, this is the voucher opportunity you should look at.

28:34
I will also say that this is not open to everyone, but it's restricted to companies that have been prime recipient of a DOE financial assistance award or contract in the last five years.

28:50
Specifically there was the the contract or the project was has to be active at any point after January 1st, 2019.

29:00
So a few things I want to clarify.

29:01
I saw already a few questions in Slido.

29:05
Although it is funded by.

29:06
All said, you can your project, your grant, your contract can be by from any DOE office, could be for Office of Science, SVIR from RP, i.e., from ERE, from Fossil Energy, Carbon Management, Office of Electricity and Nuclear Energy.

29:26
I'm not going to list all DOE offices, but you must have a grant or a contract with DOE in the last five years.

29:37
And also we are requiring the for profit entity to be the prime recipient to the prime contractor.

29:44
If you were a sub recipient or a subcontractor then you're not eligible.

29:48
This is really meant to, this is really meant to to complement the research and development support that you have received by DOE and to provide this kind of services that will help you move, accelerate your transition to a demonstration phase or commercialization.

30:10
And this for this voucher opportunity we are looking specifically for financial assistance or contracts not price so as to be a grant, a competitive agreement or contract to be eligible.

30:23
You will see and we'll spend a second in a few slides who the providers are.

30:28
But you should expect that these kind of services are offered by engineering firms, consulting firms and national labs.

30:35
And we are estimating up to 50 vouchers available through this voucher opportunity.

30:42
So that's virtual opportunity one.

30:43
If you go to the next slide, we switch gear and we move to voucher opportunity 2, which is meant to provide performance validation, modelling and certification support.

30:55
This is also mostly funded by also in collaboration with ERE.

31:00
And the first difference with the previous one is that this one is open to any for profit entity, any company.

31:08
Even if you never received a grant from DOE, you never interacted with DOE, it's fine.

31:15
If you do have received a grant or or or or a contract, you can still apply.

31:20
But this is really open to any company that is working in a technology area of interest for either offset or ERE.

31:30
So let's go back and then we can go back.

31:31
You can guys can go back and kind of refresh your memory on which kind of technology areas are covered by Offset and ERE.

31:40
If you are developing a technology in one of those areas you are eligible to apply to virtual opportunity to the services you will get if you apply to this voucher.

31:52
Opportunity could be performance validation like test best facility or digital twins, industry accepted certification, UL and stamp or IC or whatever other industry accepted certification is needed for your product in your industry or simulation modelling or life cycle analysis or technology technoeconomic analysis.

32:16
In this case you will you will see who the providers are.

32:20
But in general these are again engineering firms, consulting firms, national labs, university labs and we are estimating a total of 75 vouchers available under this voucher opportunity.

32:33
So again these are very different.

32:35
I will encourage you to look at all of them individually, identify which one is offering a service you're looking for and which one you're eligible to apply.

32:44
If you go to the next slide, virtual opportunity three again we are switching years and go to another very different virtual opportunity.

32:53
This is meant to provide clean energy, demonstration, project sighting and permitting support.

32:59
In this case.

33:01
Entities that can apply to these virtual opportunities are local governments, tribes, authority authorities having jurisdictions like PU, CS, public utility commissions or counties or cities or towns that are seeking to Aust clean energy projects in any of technology area of interest for also the ERE.

33:25
And they need support from consulting firms or other solutions providers to get help understanding best practices for citing and permitting processes or to improve their own processes or to understand how to engage with community.

33:42
As you see this is completely different than the first two.

33:45
It's open for governments and that's like kind of the, the people, the entities that can apply for these services.

33:52
And we are anticipating to be able to make approximately 25 vouchers under this voucher opportunity.

33:59
Yeah.

33:59
So this is the first three.

34:00
There's two more and Kyle will go through those.

34:03
And always another kind of plug, another reminder, go to the Energy Works website, look at all of the five voucher programs and identify which one is matching your technology area, which one is matching your needs and which one you're eligible to because they are uniquely different.

34:22
Kyle, thanks, Emmanuel.

34:24
We can go to voucher opportunity 4 which which is on commercialization support but limited to EERE funded supported technology areas.

34:39
So this one has a little bit of similarity with voucher opportunity one, but there are some differences most notably is the commercialization support is is looking a little bit earlier in the development cycle.

34:57
So earlier you know lower TRL technology readiness level thing.

35:03
You know things like market helping companies assess their market, helping companies with business plan development, helping companies do some fundraising or Rd.

35:14
mapping, helping companies with intellectual property strategy, et cetera.

35:23
There's also a difference here in that while this one does have restricted eligibility to entities that have previously worked with Department of Energy, this voucher opportunity for has a little bit of a broader scope and does include companies who have won a prize program, Adoe Prize program still within that same roughly 5 year time.

35:53
But again you know focused on companies that maybe are at a little bit of an earlier stage than the ones that would be relevant and and eligible for voucher opportunity 1.

36:06
The providers here have some similarities too.

36:09
We have consulting firms, engineering firms, national labs and some what we called innovation firms, So venture capital type organizations or incubator accelerator type organizations.

36:22
And within Voucher Opportunity 4, there's approximately 35 vouchers available.

36:30
So last but not least, we'll move to Voucher Opportunity 5, which is building on Emmanuel's theme of every one of these is different and you should really dig into the details.

36:42
Voucher Opportunity 5 is no exception.

36:44
This is the opportunity that is funded and supported by the Fossil Office of Fossil Energy and Carbon Management.

36:53
So within this opportunity, the capabilities that we have available include those for MRV assessment.

37:01
So that's measurement, reporting and verification assessment for these technologies.

37:08
There is some performance validation in there.

37:10
There's some life cycle analysis and techno economic analysis as well as support on navigating the community benefit landscape.

37:23
This one is also not limited to previous DOE awardees.

37:30
So it is.

37:31
It's open to companies and other innovators working to commercialize technologies that align with the FECM mission space, but also encourage awardees to to apply as well.

37:47
And within this opportunity there are currently 40 approximately 40 vouchers available.

37:56
So that rounds out the five opportunities we can move to the next slide and talk briefly about the timeline and here we're talking about the recipient timeline.

38:10
We won't be getting into the the details on the provider end today, but we encourage anyone who falls into that category to you know sign up with Energy Works, get it, get in the system so you receive updates as any potential future opportunities may arise.

38:31
Drilling into this timeline the the in two weeks we'll have an office hours session to answer any last minute questions people have as they're working through the the submission requirements and those will be due the following week on November 16th.

38:51
And then DOE will be selecting recipients and matches in December.

38:59
And then we anticipate that the work will be kicking off as soon as possible thereafter.

39:05
So looking at you know beginning of of the next calendar year and with that I will pass back to Emanuel.

39:16
Yeah, thanks Kyle.

39:17
In the next few minutes, I I think I want to go, we want to go what the your submission looks like and more importantly what a good submission look like.

39:28
If you're thinking about applying to this program and if you think you need this kind of services, what do you need to do and how you make your case to be selected because we anticipate anticipate is going to be unfortunately or maybe it's a good news it's gonna be a very competitive program.

39:44
You saw the numbers of available voucher opportunities.

39:49
So it is important that you kind of put together a good applications.

39:55
The first thing that I want you to keep in mind is what is the goal of this program.

40:00
The goal of this program is to accelerate the commercialization of your technology and make prepare you, your company, your entity, your technology either for the markets or for integration into large scale first of a kind demonstration project.

40:17
So a good submission will show that your company is ready to move to the next step, is ready to move to the market, is ready to move to be a supplier of a demonstration project.

40:30
But that in order to do that, you need a specific service and that service can be particularly impactful for your company and for the trajectory of your company.

40:42
So keeping that in mind, we are asking you guys to put together a package with four elements and we'll go through those four elements 1 by 1, the capability preferences, the submittable form, the voucher recipient needs and adoption readiness level.

40:59
So let's start.

41:01
If you go to the next slide, let's start with the capability preferences.

41:06
So I would say even before step one in this slide, step 0 is to go to energyworks.org, the website register and click on the link to apply the very first thing you will see there's a few questions to determine whether you are eligible to that specific voucher opportunity.

41:30
If you remember each there are five different voucher opportunities.

41:33
Each of them is a different, different eligibility criteria.

41:37
So step 0 is go there answer, I think there's two or three questions.

41:41
It's very easy.

41:42
It's it's a online thing and see if you are eligible because if you are not, I mean you should definitely look at other voucher opportunities.

41:53
If you are eligible then step one once you get access to the application form is to look there's an excel file where you can review all the available capabilities.

42:07
The Excel file is a summary table.

42:09
These are there's almost 100 different capabilities across the five virtual opportunities and select your virtual opportunity if you're interested in one, two, 3-4 or five and see what is available.

42:25
These are the capabilities of DOE and Energy Works have pre approved and that you can choose from.

42:30
These are like available to you at this point if of course the excel file is only the high level information the the title of the summary information.

42:41
There is also A1 pager for each.

42:45
It's APDF file for each capability where you can get additional information exactly what the the provider will be offering you, the timeline, the milestones.

42:55
So Step 2 is understand which of this capability will be valuable to you and make sense for your company and that based on the capability, based on what the provider is offering, is that what you want to get from this program we will give you, we will give you the option to select up to five capabilities but we ask you to order them in in order your preference.

43:22
So what you rank #1 is what we you guys really want, what you believe will be transformational from from your organization and we will do our best to match you with your number one preference.

43:39
However, given how competitiveness program is, and given how how many submissions, how many applications we expect to receive, we might not be able to match you with your first choice because because maybe that provider is already oversubscribed and we will go through the list.

44:01
So we'll go to your second choice and we'll try to match you with that one.

44:05
If it's really impossible, we go to your third choice.

44:08
So we'll honor your ranking will your rank list and make sure that we start.

44:14
We do our best to go the first option but it is possible that that will not be available.

44:22
So once you decide the the the website you gave to energyworks.org does not appear to resolve.

44:29
Can you confirm the the web address Can anyone put in the chat?

44:35
Can anyone from the energy works team please put in the chat.

44:38
Thank you So you can click there and and check.

44:42
So do this exercise.

44:44
The chat the Sorry the chat's not the chat is not working.

44:49
Sorry, I the the chat is not working.

44:54
Can you just confirm that it's energyworks.org, energy werx.org Thank you.

45:05
So do this step, check your the available capabilities, identify your preference and then keep that in mind because your preferences up to five again need to match what like the case you're making that the needs request one pager when you actually make your case or why you need this preferences.

45:28
So there should be like an alignment there if you go to next slide.

45:32
So once you do this then you you fill out a few information on this submittable form.

45:43
The first one is an online form where you basically need to answer a few simple questions about your entity, about the technology area and point of contact identifiers.

45:55
Like we need some kind of information about your entity.

46:00
The second thing is the requested support details we are asking you.

46:05
There are a few questions in this form on which capability you're requesting ordering them in a ranked order and no more than five.

46:14
And again, make sure that what you are requesting matches the reason, the justification you're providing for those for those requests.

46:23
And then part of these online form, there's a few disclosure and certifications that we ask you to kind of read carefully & or certify to make sure that we do everything correctly.

46:36
So this is an online form, it should be pretty straightforward.

46:40
The other element that we ask you is next slide is the voucher recipient needs request.

46:48
This is a simple one page please don't exceed one page where you basically there's we offer a template with a few paragraph we ask you to kind of write down and the main goal is to for you guys to make the case of why you need this service and why this service will be impactful to your company based on where you are at in the technology development and the business maturation.

47:17
Or if you are a local government why this service could be useful for for your strategic planning.

47:25
One trick like 1 tip to to to what does how is how does like a good application looks like.

47:34
Be as specific as possible.

47:36
Describe quickly Describe the backgrounds of your organization, why you need this service, what kind of effect or impact you're expecting from this service.

47:47
Describe community benefit impact.

47:51
This is important for us to kind of assess if we need to prioritize, if we need.

47:55
If we get a lot of applications and we need to select only a few applications based on available funding, we are going to try to go after the the the applications where it's clear the impact is is the the the largest and we can really make a difference in in the organization path.

48:16
Remember, don't include any confidential proprietary of privilege information in your submission.

48:21
This is just really making your case that that technology that that the service you're requesting is valuable and powerful for you.

48:29
Finally, the last element, next slide please, the last element of your submission, we ask you to fill out this commercial adoption readiness assessment tool.

48:43
So we, I think it's pretty obvious at this point.

48:46
This is not a program for research and development.

48:50
This is a program to help you go after some of the adoption commercialization challenges.

48:58
We won't understand what are the adoption challenges that your company, your organization is facing and DOE the Office of Technology Association in collaboration with a lot of other offices included also has developed these adoption readiness level framework that basically includes all known technology readiness challenges that that that you may be facing.

49:24
And I'm not going to least all of them, but could be functional performance or market openness or market size or infrastructure supply chain or workforce or policy environment or permitting and citing community perception.

49:40
These are all adoption barriers or adoption challenges that that we are trying to help you go after.

49:49
And this we ask you to fill out this, this commercial adoption readiness assessment tool to really for us understand what are the challenges you guys are facing and why again you need this, this voucher.

50:05
Last slide because I want to make sure we have plenty of time for questions.

50:10
So last slide before going back to Kyle again, what is a good, what, how a good application looks like.

50:19
Make sure that you clarify in all these kind of four pieces of the application package that what you are requesting is catalytic and it can accelerate the commercial commercialization of your technology.

50:32
Be specific, Be clear.

50:34
Articulate how the service you're requesting will benefit your organization.

50:39
If given how we expect this program to be very competitive.

50:44
If we need to select one submission versus another, we'll try to go.

50:48
We'll try to select the the applications where it's clear and it's you can articulate why you're requesting a service that will benefit your organization, how that service will benefit your organization.

51:02
Make sure that you clarify that your organization is credible, is eligible as all the necessary resources to support the project and that you're really ready to the next step to move to commercialization, to demonstration, move to the market.

51:18
Make sure to highlight how the the support you're requesting is.

51:26
It comes at a perfect timing for your organization that this is a time when you want to move to the next step, ready for demonstration, ready for commercialization.

51:34
But you need this service to kind of be confident taking the next step and be successful and also show commitment to the justice for the priorities include evidence that your organization is focused on making sure that everyone can benefit from the energy, clean energy transition.

51:57
So these are like a few tips to keep in mind when you prepare your application that awfully it's simple enough, but also it's simple enough to not make it too difficult or to burdensome from you, but also that can help us convince why you need this, this service.

52:13
And back to Kyle, I guess for the last couple of slides, Yep, thanks Emmanuel.

52:20
So we touched on a little bit of this, but just wanted to reiterate a few other of notes, consideration considerations.

52:29
You'll see these in in the some of these in the form as well.

52:34
So we are gonna make our best effort to match according to preferences that our recipients will be inputting, but we may not be able to match according to them exactly.

52:49
Given how competitive this may be still to be determined on that note but I think you know you should that should be a variable that you consider when you're looking at you know all the available capabilities and and making your preferences in terms of you know what which which ones that you prefer and and just how you know that could be a considerate consideration you make of like how competitive do you think that that capability would be.

53:23
Although it's it's kind of an unknown at this point.

53:28
So ultimately though you will if you are selected for the program you will receive a match that DOE approves and then you would have the option to accept or deny that match.

53:42
So we're not gonna force anyone to work with anyone they don't want to work with.

53:50
Ultimately both parties are after the matchmaking process are going to have to accept that match, so the recipient as well as the provider and and that will kind of pick things into the next phase.

54:06
Another note here just for people to be aware of that as a voucher recipient you won't be entering into an agreement with Department of Energy or Energy works and you and your voucher provider will determine any necessary agreements that you would need to enter to before work could commence.

54:28
And then the last bullet there is specifically on the national lab projects, those will need to have an agreement entered into, for example, a CRADA Cooperative Research and Development Agreement.

54:43
So after those matches are made, the process to kind of get that agreement in place would would commence essentially.

54:51
But each provider that is not a national lab may may or may not have different requirements and the recipients may have their own perspective and requirements as well.

55:01
So we're trying to be flexible to meet meet those needs.

55:07
So with that, I think we'll go to the next slide which I think is the last.

55:13
So oh, there's one one more, is it last, which is a the question.

55:19
Sorry, is it possible to ask a question?

55:22
Oh, here we go.

55:24
We're we're asking questions through Slido that we've been mentioning in the chat and at the beginning.

55:29
So Kyle, if you want me to jump in here, what we're going to do is, yeah, we'll move to the the Q&A session.

55:37
And with this what we've been doing all along, we have over 100 questions that have been asked.

55:42
Last count was 108.

55:45
We were encouraging those to review the questions that had already been asked so that we could up vote them to ensure that the most popular questions from the group are addressed today.

55:56
What we will do is everything we don't get to, we will be working up an FAQ attachment that will also be going into those opportunity pages and we'll be working with the DOE team to answer those and make them available.

56:11
We might not have them all answered by tomorrow afternoon when we have the video and the transcript from today posted, but we will update those as soon as possible.

56:22
This also gives the DOE team an opportunity to review any answers and expand on them or provide any additional information.

56:31
So we ask that you check back looking for the Q&A responses in the FAQ links in the days to come.

56:38
With that, we're going to start going to Slido and we will have Chris reading the questions and providing them for the DOE team to provide answers.

56:49
So I'll turn that over to Chris.

56:52
Thank you, Carla.

56:56
So the first question, is there a published list of providers I I can answer it's published meaning you go into energyworks.org, you check answer the eligibility questions and if you are eligible you will see all the pre approved providers.

57:21
It's not necessarily public when you can Google it, but once we kind of like verify and confirm your eligibility, then you will just see the pre approved providers and we apply for multiple vouchers, yes.

57:42
So as you'll see in each of the five opportunity descriptions, the individual opportunities are limited to 1 submission per requesting organization.

57:55
But a but a single requesting organization could apply to multiple opportunities.

58:02
So I guess it's a little new.

58:03
There's a little nuance there.

58:08
You cannot apply to multiple for multiple vouchers within a single opportunity.

58:14
Be the basis for evaluating and granting applicants request for voucher support.

58:20
I'm assuming this question was asked before the presentation.

58:25
Hopefully we clarify that what are the components of your application?

58:30
What makes a good application?

58:35
I guess in the interest of time, there are so many questions.

58:37
I would encourage you guys to look at the recording in the slides again.

58:41
But if there's any specific question, just please feel free to type them, type them here.

58:45
But in general, just go back to the deck and what we discussed and will recipients be provided with more than one qualified provider?

59:15
Or is the idea that recipients will be offered a single choice of provider, they will be offered a single choice or a single match and then they have the the choice to whether or not they want to accept that match.

59:31
We already answered that one and are provider groups available to talk before the application is due, so you are free to reach out to them.

59:52
We cannot guarantee or we cannot ask them that they will respond, but if you want to reach out to them and you, you're absolutely free to do that.

1:00:04
That is not going to be facilitated or required by DOE.

1:00:17
Can you use voucher providers who weren't originally selected to be a voucher provider?

1:00:25
No, the though the only in.

1:00:28
As you'll see in the application form, you need to rank your preferences of the capabilities that are offered currently in the program, which are limited to those capabilities offered by voucher providers who were selected.

1:00:43
So there's no like fill in the blank option.

1:00:47
You have to pick from the available capabilities.

1:00:55
So this may be related to another opportunity that we have, but our matching funds needed to be provided by a company for vouchers.

1:01:05
No, you will provide the service and you will not be asked to pay for any of that.

1:01:13
Thank you.

1:01:17
And I think we've this is similar to something answered or asked earlier.

1:01:22
Are we allowed to apply apply for more than one voucher?

1:01:24
If so, can the same team win multiple awards or limited to one?

1:01:31
In that case they may apply for different vouchers, yes.

1:01:37
Does being a sub awardee commercial partner to a university grant award on a DOE grant within the last five years count for being an eligible recipient?

1:01:50
No, it does not for the two opportunities that have the restricted eligibility voucher opportunity 1:00 and 4:00, but that an organization that meets that criteria would be assuming they meet the other eligibility criteria, would be eligible for voucher opportunities 2-3 or five.

1:02:11
Thank you.

1:02:15
If we are in the award negotiation stage of our EEREOCED project, are we still eligible or does the contract need to be finalized and project kicked off?

1:02:27
So it really depends again on the voucher opportunity.

1:02:30
I'm assuming the question is referring to voucher opportunity one or four that have some eligibility restrictions.

1:02:39
In that case, the project has to be active, meaning we deem the period performance after January 1st, 9, 2019 being selected is not does not qualify you as to be signed in with an active.

1:02:56
Performance And having said that, that is true for Virtual Opportunity One and Four.

1:03:06
Virtual opportunity Two and Five are open to any for profit entity independently from any existing relationship with Doe.

1:03:16
So if you have a select T, you cannot apply to VO1 or VO4.

1:03:23
Is there a simple checklist with links regarding requirements to complete an application?

1:03:31
There is a the the list of requirements in the Opportunity details on energyworks.org and as you're filling out the the submission form, you won't be able to complete the submission form unless you you fulfill all those requirements.

1:03:52
So it should be should be kind of baked in.

1:04:02
Can universities be a voucher recipient?

1:04:05
Again, depends on the voucher opportunity.

1:04:09
I'm going to answer for the first three VO1VO2VO3 because I'm more familiar.

1:04:13
I'm going to ask Kyle to confirm for the other two, but for VO1 and VO2 is restricted to for profit entities and VO3 to local governments and authorities having jurisdictions.

1:04:28
So unfortunately universities are not eligible to apply to VO1VO2VO3.

1:04:32
I'm not familiar with the other two.

1:04:34
Kyle if you can jump in here.

1:04:36
Yeah so VO4 also is restricted to for profits, but VO5 is not.

1:04:41
VO5 does say that it is interested in in for profit recipients but also keeps the door open to other quote UN quote innovators.

1:04:53
So so yes.

1:04:58
So the answer is BO5.

1:05:03
Can a recipient have influence on directing an opportunity to an approved provider?

1:05:09
At this point DOE is pre approved.

1:05:12
The provider's available at this stage.

1:05:16
So the answer is no.

1:05:18
We have again almost 100 three approved providers and we encourage you to look at what is available and to identify if there's anything there that is useful and meaningful to your organization, what key metrics must companies address in their proposal.

1:05:44
So we went through that on the on some of the slides and and specifically the slide with the the check check marks of what submissions should be showcasing.

1:05:57
So I think we'll leave it there.

1:06:03
What is the period during which we can use services from the voucher providers?

1:06:09
So if you are selected as a recipient and Doe has approved a match with a provider, you will have an option to confirm that match if you want to move forward.

1:06:21
We expect entities being selected to work in good faith and in a timely manner to confirm and provide all the information within a few weeks.

1:06:32
No more than that.

1:06:33
Once the project starts, the duration of the actual projects will depend on the specific project.

1:06:41
So it once you go into website and look at the different capabilities each provider in addition to defining what they're offering you, they also define how long the project is expected to last.

1:06:54
And Kyle, if I remember correctly, we go from a few months to one year.

1:06:59
So there's really depending on the type of service, some some projects might just take longer, some project might just take might be faster.

1:07:11
But I mean said that again, we expect if you're selected, if you're matched to work with energy works in a timely manner, so we can start the project as quickly as possible.

1:07:25
Could you show us how to find the Excel spreadsheet?

1:07:27
I believe you guys already addressed that.

1:07:29
It's revealed after once they get through the 1st qualifying questions of the application.

1:07:43
Could you please provide the specific link for checking if you qualify?

1:07:46
It doesn't appear to be under the opportunity Anyone from Energy Works No one help.

1:07:56
We'll take a look at the opportunity pages at the conclusion of today and show the information is there and maybe provide a highlight just so that it's easier for you to find on the page.

1:08:07
I know the pages are rather dense, so it might be buried in one of the lower bullets.

1:08:16
We'll we'll elevate that so it's easier to find what falls under performance validation for VO2 and VO5?

1:08:25
Is it limited to modeling activities, retrofitting, experimental so that is defined.

1:08:36
So the that is the broad topic that is in kind of scope of VO2 and VO5, but the specific scopes are related to the specific capabilities that are have been approved by DOE.

1:08:52
So you would need to within that those two opportunities look at the specific capabilities and see what specifically is is in scope there, but it includes modeling and testing or experimental work.

1:09:17
We are a startup licensing technology exclusively that was developed at a university under ERE funding.

1:09:24
Can we be eligible an eligible recipient.

1:09:27
Again, it really depends on the voucher opportunity for example, and again I encourage you to look at the the different voucher opportunities.

1:09:36
But as an example, if you are a startup, meaning a for profit entity, a company you can definitely apply to, you're eligible to apply for VO2 for virtual opportunity 2.

1:09:48
For VO1 for example, you're not.

1:09:51
Because in this case, if I understand the question correctly, it appears that the company was not the prime recipient of the ERE project, it was the university, so you would not be eligible for VO1.

1:10:05
We require the company to be the prime recipient, but you are for VO2.

1:10:10
So again, check the eligibility criteria for each voucher opportunity and and and and make the determination about your recipients contact providers prior to application.

1:10:27
Can providers share information with potential recipients?

1:10:31
We already answered that one Can universities be a voucher recipient and voucher opportunity #2 category.

1:10:45
I already answered that, but if the answer's no, are companies who have received Cibber grants eligible?

1:10:58
So again eligibility is always the same.

1:11:01
It depends.

1:11:02
In general SBIR grants from DOE, I'm assuming we're talking about specific DOESBIR, not other agencies, not DoD, Department of Defense SBIR if it's a DOESBIR, yes for voucher opportunity one and honestly absolutely yes for VO2 where VO2 is is for any for profit.

1:11:27
Kyle.

1:11:27
For VO4, I think also, yes.

1:11:30
Right.

1:11:31
Yes.

1:11:43
We, a recipient, have received ERE funding in the past five years.

1:11:47
Can we apply for OSED targeted vouchers?

1:11:52
Yes, Yes.

1:11:57
Yeah.

1:11:57
It looks like a duplicate question.

1:12:02
Can someone elaborate on what a voucher is and good participants in this opportunity.

1:12:10
So a voucher is essentially a in kind of support that the recipient receives that is provided by the voucher provider.

1:12:23
So it is, it's basically receiving support instead of say receiving funding from Department of Energy.

1:12:33
And yeah, we've gotten into this, but and it's in the details of each opportunity in terms of who each of the opportunities is, is targeted at.

1:12:46
But in general VO one to four and five are targeted at companies and VO3 is targeted at jurisdictions or governments.

1:13:01
Do do we get to see the available providers?

1:13:03
I believe you answered this one before and the R&D group of large publicly listed companies that are developing clean energy technologies apply to be voucher recipients.

1:13:15
Is there a size limit?

1:13:18
In general, there is not a size limit.

1:13:20
I will point out that for example, for VO3 voucher opportunity, three companies in general cannot apply of any size.

1:13:27
That's for governments, local governments or jurisdictions.

1:13:32
But for the other voucher opportunity, there's no limitation on on the size of the company.

1:13:46
Are carbon storing building materials considered to be fit within the carbon management category for voucher 5?

1:13:54
We can't give specific guidance on on on whether a technology is in or out of scope.

1:14:04
It's up to the applicant to to determine that and make the case.

1:14:19
On the PDFs and excel file mentioned and the webinar, I believe we've already answered this one and same for the next one.

1:14:31
Will the slides be shared or posted online?

1:14:36
Yes.

1:14:36
We'll post these on to the individual opportunity pages tomorrow when we post the transcript and the video and if we have the answers to all the slide of questions tomorrow.

1:14:49
If the slide of questions aren't done and we're still waiting on answers, all of the other things will be posted and available tomorrow afternoon.

1:15:05
Is this a one off program or do you foresee this being offered in 20/25/2026 et cetera?

1:15:15
We we can't really comment on any sort of future DOE programs publicly.

1:15:23
Why is the provider group not public?

1:15:28
Honestly, it's just we want to make sure the only people that are interested can access the information.

1:15:32
There's a lot of information about the providers that we didn't feel like was necessary to be put in the general public available to anyone in the world.

1:15:42
But it's very easy to get that information as long as you verify you're eligible.

1:15:47
It's it's really like answering two questions like 2 clicks and you'll get the the file.

1:15:52
So we want to just make sure that you're interested into the program.

1:15:59
Does winning an Epic Pitch prize within the last five years count for recipient eligibility?

1:16:08
I assume this is referring to voucher opportunity four and I think that would meet the the requirement there and then they would be also that entity would be eligible for voucher opportunity two or five as well.

1:16:28
Likely reading between the lines, work and information about eligibility be found for the various vouchers.

1:16:38
I'll believe you guys have answered that a few times and the link is in the chart at this point multiple times.

1:16:46
So just go to the chart and you'll find the link and certification for UL9741 bi directional charger be supported by the voucher program.

1:17:01
In principle yes, if there's a capability, a pre approved capability for that specific certification, we have more than 100.

1:17:10
Honestly I don't remember if this specific certification is there.

1:17:15
I would encourage you to this seems to be relevant to VO2.

1:17:19
I would encourage you to check view 2 and if it's available you're more than welcome to apply.

1:17:32
Is IMPEL considered to be a DOE prize program voucher for not not sure I'm familiar with that one.

1:17:45
So I guess send a send an e-mail into Energy Works about that we can can address that.

1:17:59
I believe we've answered this one as well and that one as well.

1:18:08
Our technology enhanced nature based solutions eligible, yeah, we addressed this but it's up to the recipient to determine whether they are in or out of scope based on the information we have provided and then make the case in their submission materials.

1:18:30
Does a technology product that helps cost competitiveness of existing nuclear power plants qualify for this voucher program?

1:18:41
Same answer, same answer it would be, yeah.

1:18:45
And same for the next one too.

1:18:48
Yeah, then a company apply to the same voucher multiple times if each time is for a different project.

1:18:59
We are limiting applications to one application per voucher opportunity.

1:19:03
So you would need to if you have multiple products, you need to decide which product the voucher could be more impactful.

1:19:13
It's one application per voucher opportunity.

1:19:20
We just received DOE award this month.

1:19:23
Does that mean we qualify for voucher opportunity?

1:19:25
One, it really depends what you mean by received.

1:19:31
If you've been selected, the answer is no.

1:19:33
If the award has been approved and the period of performance started, the answer is yes.

1:19:42
I'm not sure regard to what you mean by received.

1:19:45
The point being, as the award has to be in place, approved, signed and the period performance has to be started, are foreign companies eligible to be a voucher to recipient?

1:20:07
No.

1:20:13
Are transit authorities, sewer authorities and or port authorities eligible to apply for opportunity 3IN general?

1:20:26
Yes, right.

1:20:27
It's generally yes.

1:20:29
If you're an authority of in jurisdictions, the answer is yes.

1:20:35
Can any of the vouchers be used for pilot demonstrations of a technology developed under an EERE award?

1:20:45
Right.

1:20:46
This one's hard to answer, but essentially we're limited to the capabilities that we are we have already approved.

1:20:55
So as it's written, the answer would be no, because none of the vouchers are are for support to say build a pilot facility.

1:21:07
But I think they could be the vouchers, could be the vouchers that we do have, could be relevant to entities that are at that stage of of doing pilots or demonstrations where you're gonna say something else.

1:21:21
Emmanuel.

1:21:27
Now you're right, this is not meant to provide research development demonstration funding is meant to provide commercialization support for adoption challenges.

1:21:37
So I I I'm answering based on my interpretation of the question and the answer is what Kyle said.

1:21:43
This is really not for demonstration work.

1:21:47
Companies need to be US based in order to be eligible for a Voucher opportunity #2.

1:21:52
Or can foreign based companies doing business in the US be eligible?

1:21:59
They need to be domestic companies.

1:22:07
Can companies use their own service providers for voucher opportunity?

1:22:10
For no, you need to look at the pre approved list of providers and identify if there's anything that is of interest for you and an entity that occupies, operates and maintains a city owned property be eligible for a voucher opportunity #3I.

1:22:38
So go ahead.

1:22:40
Yeah, so I I think if you look at the language we use and that opportunity we say limited to a HJS or other relevant entities.

1:22:49
So I think that there is a little bit of room there for someone to make the make the case that they are relevant in the context of the other kind of details of the voucher opportunity.

1:23:05
But I think that's all I'll say there.

1:23:10
Yeah.

1:23:16
And I believe we already addressed this one and I believe you guys answered this in your presentation.

1:23:28
I mean applications are open now, so this is the time to apply.

1:23:35
Can providers increase the number of vouchers they are offering if multiple recipients apply to the same opportunity?

1:23:44
That will be an interaction between DOE Energy Works and the provider.

1:23:58
Yeah, we will consider that in our discussion with the providers.

1:24:06
So maybe I can take the next question as an opportunity.

1:24:10
I wanna ask if possible and know the Energy Works team.

1:24:16
It looks like looking at the chat, there's a lot of people they're having troubles identifying the links on the Energy Works web page.

1:24:27
Many people are saying that files are not there.

1:24:29
Trust me, they are there.

1:24:31
But I acknowledge and recognize that many people are having trouble finding.

1:24:38
So we have only 5 minutes.

1:24:42
Does it make sense, The Energy Works team?

1:24:45
I don't want to put you on the spot.

1:24:46
It's kind of help people navigate the website.

1:24:50
Or you recommend maybe we can put something offline.

1:24:52
I don't know what you recommend.

1:24:53
Clearly it's a, it's a common recurring issue.

1:24:58
We are seeing that.

1:24:59
The one thing that we were sort of I think you stressed during your presentation and that we have been trying to elaborate on is the fact that they don't see the providers and some of the questions and information until they have completed successfully, the eligibility criteria to ensure that they they would qualify for that particular voucher and then the information is made available.

1:25:25
So I think Christy or Chrissy one, we have a lot of Chris's on her team.

1:25:30
So I'm sorry, wherever is, wherever is sharing the screen, can you guys go back, just go back to the Energy Works slash opportunities.

1:25:37
If we start from there, OK, this is the Energy Works, This is the energy Works opportunity page.

1:25:42
And you see all the opportunities that Energy Works is offering right now.

1:25:46
It is not only voucher opportunities, there are other programs and other opportunities the Energy Works is offering.

1:25:52
And so first of all, identify the voucher opportunities.

1:25:56
There's five of them.

1:25:58
And as we discussed, each opportunity is different.

1:26:00
So each opportunity is a different web page.

1:26:02
It's it's on purpose because each opportunity is a different service, it's a different eligibility.

1:26:07
So we don't want to put them everything together that it's confusing.

1:26:12
So first there are 5 links, 5 pages, 5 actual opportunities.

1:26:16
If you can click any one of those, they're all the same.

1:26:20
This is it, for example VO1 and you'll see some description, additional information.

1:26:26
It'll tell you which technology areas are in scope.

1:26:31
So it's going to just right away if if if your technology is not one and at least you you this is this virtual opportunity is not for you.

1:26:39
There are discussions about eligibility and then thank you whoever is driving the the screen sharing, it says complete the submission form and upload a voucher.

1:26:50
You click there, you need to start a submission.

1:26:54
Yeah, if you click there, that's where it brings you, you need to start a submission.

1:26:57
This is the two or three questions where we ask you to confirm.

1:27:02
It's actually only two questions and it's very easy.

1:27:04
We need to verify that you are eligible.

1:27:08
That's just questions.

1:27:10
Answer those questions.

1:27:11
If you are eligible, you will get access to all the pre approved providers and everything.

1:27:16
If you're not eligible the system will tell you you're not and and I think you need to look for another voucher opportunity.

1:27:24
I think whoever is driving the slide is assuming that you are eligible and that's where you see the application form and if you Scroll down you will see.

1:27:41
I recognize and knowledge is not immediate but that's the excel file and PDF files with all the pre approved capabilities.

1:27:53
So this is a good feedback.

1:27:54
Thank you all for asking the same question.

1:27:58
We are hearing you and we'll see if we can do something to make the link a little bit more visible, but it is there.

1:28:06
Trust me.

1:28:08
Thank you for whoever is highlighting the text.

1:28:10
Is it there?

1:28:10
It is there and you have an excel file and a PDF file with all the details of the of the pre approved capabilities.

1:28:20
So hopefully that answers a lot of questions in one spot.

1:28:24
Yeah, go ahead.

1:28:25
One thing to know, these are not timed out applications, So once you've done the eligibility questions and successfully answer them, that lets you go to that next page.

1:28:37
There is no time limit that will be open.

1:28:40
If it is for the next two weeks until you decide to actually apply, it will hold where you're at.

1:28:46
We'll just know that you have something in draft.

1:28:48
There's interest, but that's what makes these pieces of information available to you that you have actually completed that eligibility criteria in order to to see those for that particular opportunity and it's different for each opportunity.

1:29:08
I think it was worth it spending last five minutes because I really saw a lot of questions on this topic and hopefully that clarifies documents are there.

1:29:16
You need to start an application to and verify eligibility to get access to the list of eligible providers.

1:29:28
If there's anything we can do, we'll discuss internally to make the link more visible.

1:29:32
We'll do that.

1:29:33
But files are there, just follow kind of the different steps.

1:29:37
It's, it's written down in like a step by step process.

1:29:41
So just follow the steps and you'll get to the file.

1:29:44
Yes.

1:29:46
And I do realize I thank you that we are at time a couple of things to quickly wrap up.

1:29:53
First of all, I'd like to thank the DOE team who was here going through their presentation and answering questions.

1:29:59
Emmanuel Kyle, you know thank you so much.

1:30:03
Well deserved drink of water, your throats are probably pretty parched at this point and the rest of the team that was here.

1:30:10
I went ahead and posted a few things into the chat again so that you have the the current links both to ask follow up questions to info at energy works dot dot org.

1:30:22
If there are questions that are beyond some of the basic information we provided in this OSS, we'll be passing those on directly to the DOE team for them to provide in internal answers and to get that back to you.

1:30:35
So we ask that you use that to get any follow up questions answered.

1:30:41
We are turning off Slido, but any of the questions that are there that were not repeat questions we'll also be providing over the DOE and we'll get a consolidated FAQ from this session.

1:30:52
We'll have those posted to all of the different voucher pages.

1:30:56
So the information will be there and easily accessible.

1:30:59
It may take a few days before the FAQs will be there, but the transcript and the video recording as well as the slides from today will be available tomorrow afternoon.

1:31:10
So you'll be able to go there and and see those.

1:31:13
Have others see them.

1:31:14
If there are others at your company or team who need to see it, they'll be available and then a few reminders.

1:31:20
Energy Works right now is serving as a partnership intermediary for DOE for these opportunities.

1:31:26
So really we are sort of the conduit we'll be working on this with you, we'll be working on this with DOE as the applications come in.

1:31:35
We are providing either questions or the final applications to DOE for their consideration.

1:31:40
Once we get to a stage that all of the recipients have been identified with their needs and mashed with the providers, Energy Works will be working on the business to business agreements that will be going out to coordinate the actual work.

1:31:55
And so in that case we'll be reaching out directly and working to get those executed before we move forward into the actual work phase.

1:32:04
Again, if you have questions reach out to info@energyworks.org and the web page is energyworks.org.

1:32:12
You can get the opportunities or join the the ecosystem from there.

1:32:16
And since we have gone 2 minutes overtime, I thank everybody for spending this hour and a half plus with us.

1:32:24
Have a good afternoon and apologies that it was confusing that you had to get through the eligibility phase first, but that was actually designed to ensure that it wasn't causing some more errant questions than need be once we were focused on the recipients who qualified for each of the vouchers.

1:32:44
Again, thank you for your afternoon and look forward to seeing you on the Opportunities page where you can find all of your information.

1:32:52
Have a good day.
